
TO THE MMF COMMUNITY 
 
Our lives and work have been changed by COVID-19!  Each of us is engaged in staying home to 
protect and support our families, friends and neighbors as well as to maintain our own health 
and wellness. The Executive Board of The Musical Merit Foundation sends our continuous care, 
concern and best wishes to all MMF members with hope that you and your family are safe and 
well. 
 
In the face of this unfolding health crisis, the Executive Board met recently by video conference 
to discuss the 2020 Auditions scheduled for May 27, 29 – 31. After extensive discussion and 
with heavy hearts and great sadness, the Executive Board decided to cancel the 2020 Auditions, 
an unprecedented decision in the nearly 75-year MMF history. 
 
Some of the reasons for this difficult decision included, but were not limited to: 1) closure of 
First United Methodist Church of San Diego until April 30 with no certainty that our venue or a 
substitute would be available in May or later; 2) limited, restrictive travel of the young 
musicians who would participate; 3) limited, restrictive national travel of adjudicators selected 
for the Finals and Award rounds of the Auditions; 4) ongoing social distancing and stay-at-home 
requirements that would not allow young artists and accompanists to rehearse; and 5) limited 
or non-existent access to pianos in academic settings for rehearsals.  
 
The Executive Board discussed many alternatives for the long-established procedures for the 
MMF Auditions.  Although the possibility of live-streaming or video conferencing the auditions 
were discussed, the inequality of the participants’ instruments (piano/organ), technological 
equipment, and internet suppliers was a key factor along with the some of the factors listed in 
the previous paragraph.  Several members of the Executive Board have long-term experience 
with the shortcomings of teaching music in this new environment. 
 
THE GOOD NEWS! With a strong, compassionate desire to distribute monetary support to 
young artists requiring funding this year more than others, the Executive board created an ad 
hoc committee to explore the creation of a performance event involving MMF participants that 
would provide support to a larger group.  The Ad Hoc Committee will present some initial ideas 
at the ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING on Sunday, April 19, 2020, 2:30 p.m. via ZOOM Video 
Conferencing.  Some additional information with steps for joining us will be provided soon.  
Please plan to join us! 
 
The MMF Executive Board sends its very best wishes, 
Mitzi      


